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upon it here, but simply make a few observations upon the nest 
and eggs, as I see Mr. Gould has had no opportunity of doing 
so, not having been able to procure the eggs. Although I have 
myself frequently found the nests of these birds, yet the difh- 
culty of getting at them has made the eggs comparatively rare 
in collections. The nests are easily found; for, indeed, they are 
large and conspicuous. They are often three feet high, and con- 
sist of a mass of sticks piled up between the forks of the top- 
most branches of the larger Eucalypti, or placed at the end of a 
leaning bough. The lower part of the nest is made of thick 
sticks, smaller ones being used for the top, and the whole lined 
with twigs and grass. The first eggs I saw were taken in August 
1860, and were given to me by Mr. James Ramsay, at Carding- 
ton, a station on the Bell River, near Molong. They were taken 
from a nest which Mr. Ramsay had found, by a black boy who 
stepped the tree. The nest, he states, was placed upon a fork 
near the end of one of the main branches of a large box-tree 
(Eucalyptus, sp.?). It was fully seventy feet from the ground, 
and no easy task to get at it. This nest was about 81 feet high, 
by 4 or 5 broad, and about 14 foot deep, lined with tufts of 
grass and with down and feathers plucked from the breasts of 
the birds, upon which the eggs were placed. The eggs are two 
in number, nearly round, and very thick and rough in the shell. 
One egg is 3 inches long by 22 broad, the ground-colour white, 
thickly blotched and minutely freckled with rust-red, light yel- 
lowish brown, and obsolete spots of a lilac tint. The other egg 
is nearly all white, having only a few blotches of light yellowish 
brown, and some fine dots of light rust-red; it is 2% inches in 
length by 24 in breadth. 


XXXVII.—On Accipiter stevensoni, a New Species of Hawk 
from China. By J. H. Gurney, M.P., F.Z8., &e. 


(Plate XI.) 


In introducing to the readers of ‘The Ibis’ a Chinese Sparrow- 
hawk which I believe to have been hitherto undescribed, and in 
now describing this species from specimens in the Norwich 
Museum, I have taken the opportunity of designating it by the 
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name of my friend Mr. Henry Stevenson, the Honorary Secre- 
tary of that Institution, an accomplished ornithologist, and one 
to whose assistance, in the study of the birds of prey, I am in 
many ways much indebted. 

Before proceeding to the description of this interesting little 
Hawk, I may quote the following observations respecting it, for 
which I am indebted to the kindness of my friend Mr. Swinhoe. 

“Tn my rambles about Honkong and Canton (of which I wrote 
an account in ‘ The Ibis’ for 1861) I procured a small Accipiter, 
which was unfortunately lost before being identified. It seemed 
to me at the time distinct from A. soloénsis; and a specimen 
lately received from Macao bears out my former suspicions. Of 
this same species Mr. Fleming, R.A., procured at Tientsin a 
fine male example, which, together with the Macao specimen, 
has been placed in the Norwich Museum. 

“ This small Hawk I found pretty common about the woods 
near Canton, and in the Island of Hongkong; at the former 
place it was breeding (see Ibis, 1861, p. 25). In my ‘ For- 
mosan Ornithology,’ under the head Micronisus gularis *, I have 
again alluded to the occurrence of this bird in China; and to 
these two notes I must refer the reader for all the information I 
at present can offer about it. The specimen procured from 
Macao was in skin, and I was therefore unable to take any 
observations as to its appearance in a fresh state. I note, 
however, that I have set down the irides as ‘golden yellow,’ 
whereas on the ticket Mr. Fleming has attached to his bird 


they are given as ‘red.’” 
“ Perhaps in these small Hawks, as in the Owls, the irides 


deepen as the bird matures.—R. 8.” 

The dimensions of the two specimens referred to by Mr. 
Swinhoe (and which I may designate as specimen A from Pekin, 
and specimen B from Macao) agree accurately together, if allow- 
ance is made for the skin from Macao having been somewhat con- 
tracted during the process of preparation, and are as follows :— 


Total length | Wing from car- : Middle toe 
in inches. pal joint to tip. tu or md claw. 
nm | 6 | 5 | 12 | 5 


* See anted, p. 213. 
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The fourth primary is the longest, the third and fifth nearly 
equal (the third being slightly longer in B, and the fifth in A), 
the next in length is the sixth. 

In specimen A, the colouring of the plumage may be thus 
described :— 

All the upper parts are slate-coloured, with the exception of 
the pure white oval spots which in this, as in most other Spar- 
row-hawks, are apparent on the interior tertiary feathers when 
the plumage which overlaps them is partially removed. The 
colouring of the upper part of the head, of the nape, and of the 
shoulders is of a darker hue than that of the rest of the upper 
surface of the bird. 

The tail has four transverse bands of this darker colouring, 
which are very apparent, besides a fifth, which is mnch less 
distinct in its character, and which is also hidden by the upper 
tail-coverts ; these bands extend over all the tail-feathers except 
the two outer ones, the bands on which are nine in number 
and narrower, as well as being much less distinct than those on 
the other feathers of the tail. 

The throat is of a pale yellowish white, with very narrow dark 
shaft-marks running down some of the feathers; the breast, 
abdomen, and thighs are fawn-coloured; the sides are of the 
same hue, but somewhat darker and brighter. The under side 
of the wings about the carpal joint is also tinged with fawn- 
colour, interspersed with dark transverse marks of slaty brown. 
The under tail-coverts are pure white. 

Mr. Fleming notes the irides of this individual as “ dark red,” 
and the cere and tarsi “ yellow.” Specimen B (which is appa- 
rently a slightly less adult bird) only differs from specimen A 
in having the abdomen and thighs marked with faint transverse 
bars of a darker fawn than the intervening plumage. 

The sex of these two specimens has unfortunately not been 
noted; but I conceive them to be males, the first, A, fully, and 
the second, B, nearly adult. 

The collection of the Norwich Museum also contains three 
skins which appear to me to be, in all probability, females of the 
same species: of these, specimen C is from China; but from 
what part of China I am unable to ascertain. Specimen D is 
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from Singapore. Specimen E is from Java, and perhaps belongs 
to a slightly larger local race; this example was collected by 
Dr. Bernstein, by whom it is marked as a female. The sex of 
specimens C and D has not been recorded by the collectors. 

The plumage of the three specimens C, D, and E agrees with 
that of A and B, except that the whole of the breast, abdo- 
men, and thighs in C, D, and E are crossed by transverse bars 
of dark brown of about an eighth of an inch m diameter, placed 
at intervals of about a quarter of an inch, the intermediate 
spaces being white without any tinge of fawn-colour. The 
transverse bars on the tail are also somewhat more distinct in 
C, D, and E than in A and B. 

The dimensions of the three specimens C, D, and E are as 
follows, viz. :— 


Wing from É Middle toe 
Total length. carpal joint. Tail. | Tarsus. aa 
o» | 1s 73 ce | ly 
D | 12 71 54 | 12 l4 
Ei 73 54 | 2 2 


I may add that the present species appears to be most nearly 
allied to Accipiter rhodogaster (Nisus virgatus rhodogaster of 
Professor Schlegel’s ‘ Muséum des Pays-Bas’), from which, how- 
ever, it differs in its shorter tarsi and toes, and in the greater 
length of its wing as measured from the carpal joint. 

The colouring of the breast is also much paler m A. steven- 
soni than in A. rhodogaster, taking for comparison what I believe 
to be the adult males of each species. 


XXXVITI.—List of recent Additions to the Genus Calliste. 
By P. L. SCLATER. 
(Plate XII.) 
In my ‘ Monograph of the birds forming the Tanagrine genus 
Calliste) which was completed in December 1857, I included 
descriptions of fifty-two species of this group of birds which 
were then known to me. During the five years which have 
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